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	In the mid-1960s, faced with pollution from small, poorly-maintained wastewater facilities, and sewage treatment plants, environmental officials conceived the idea for a state-wide service agency. The agency would be responsible for siting, management, and operations of regional facilities which would improve State waters.
	GOV. MANDEL SIGNS CHAPTER 240, 1970 ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, CREATING MARYLAND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE (MES).
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	For the first time, MES uses research and development funds to help finance a solid waste project. The Baltimore County Resource Recovery Facility (BCRRF), opened in 1974, uses a new technology that extracts ferrous metals from the solid waste stream for recycling. The new technology also produces Refuse Derived Fuel (RDF) from the refuse that is used as fuel at a Baltimore Gas and Electric Company power plant.
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	MES, on behalf of MDOT MPA, provides procurement and construction management and oversight services for the installation of stormwater improvements at The Maryland Zoo in Baltimore. This project includes construction of a new bioretention pond to treat stormwater runoff from impervious surfaces, and construction of a stilling basin and step pool system to restore an eroded stream bed. MDOT MPA partnered with The Zoo to fund the improvements in exchange for mitigation credits.
	MES, on behalf of MDOT MPA, begins the contract to construct the Cox Creek Expanded (CCE) Borrow Area Excavation/Base Dike Widening. This contract consists of excavation of material from the CCE Uplands area (the former Kennecott Campus) and placement in the DMCF to widen the existing perimeter dikes to accommodate future dike raising efforts, thus providing additional capacity for harbor dredged material. MES also begins the contract to construct the new MES Operations complex at Cox Creek Expanded.
	MES, with a combination of grants from MDE and local/State funding, completes Enhanced Nutrient Removal upgrades at Freedom District and MCI-H wastewater treatment plants.
	MES, on behalf of MDOT MPA, completes the Dundalk East Federal Channel & Dundalk Marine Terminal Berths 7-10 & 11-13 Maintenance Dredging project, to re-establish the depth of the project areas and maintain access to the Dundalk Marine Terminal container berths.
	A twelve concrete bunker GORE cover compost installation is initiated at the Prince George’s County Organic Compost Facility located at Western Branch. This $6.1M system, in conjunction with the mobile GORE heap systems already in place at Western Branch, allows for the processing of 32,000 tons of food waste per year, generating a Leafgro Gold® compost product. This installation represents one of the largest food waste composting facilities in the US.
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